Beginning To Begin (Nehemiah 2:9-20) 

I. The Survey Of The City (Vs. 11-16) 

A. It Was A Personal Survey (Vs. 12-13) 

B. It Was A Planning Survey (Vs. 13-16) 

C. It Was A Prayerful Survey (Vs. 13-16) 

II. The Sensitivity Of The Citizens 

A. The Problem Was Identified (Vs. 17) 

B. The Power Was Verified (Vs. 18a-b) 

C. The People Were Unified (Vs. 18c-d) 

III. The Speech Of The Scoffers (Vs. 10, 19-20) 

A. The Rousel Of The Scoffers (Vs. 10,19) 

B. The Reply To The Scoffers (Vs. 20) 
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1) ...seeing the damage first hand. Lamentations 3:51 Mine 
eye affecteth mine heart ... 
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1) Vance Havner used to say "God called me to comfort the 
afflicted and afflict the comfortable." It just may be that 
you need someone to tell you that you have not reached 
the pennicle in the Christian experience. Notice the 
words he used also "we. ..us.. .we." Matoon - "When we 
blame and criticize others, we squelch motivation. When 
we identify with the problems and difficulties, we 
encourage motivation. 


2) ...work of God, God took those hands a strengthened 
them for the task that lay ahead. 
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1) They laughed at the attempts of God's people to rise up 
and reestablish themselves as a power to be reconed 
with. Laughed means to utter repeatedly words of 
derision and scorn. All I could thing of was "na-na-na- 
boo-boo." They were trying to intimidate and discourage 
the people from following God. They also accused them 
of rebelling against the king. Trying to use a bold face lie 
to dissuade them from going on. 


2) ...historical claim to Jerusalem. One Author - "Nehemiah 
was committed and would not be intimidated to the 
point of ineffectiveness, instability, or insanity. He had 
the blessing of the king and most importantly, the 
blessing of the Lord." 


